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economic benefit of the Lottery to our State by 
signing Public Act 40 into law, which dedi-
cated Lottery revenues to the Michigan School 
Aid Fund. Since that time, the Michigan Lot-
tery has implemented many new innovative 
programs and games to offer Michigan resi-
dents a great gaming experience, for which it 
was just recognized with an award for Best 
New Instant Game by the North American As-
sociation of State and Provincial Lotteries. 

Today the results of the Michigan Lottery’s 
success are evident in the many ways its pro-
grams have benefitted the State. Specifically, 
over the duration of its existence, the Lottery 
has awarded over $26.8 billion in prizes to 
Lottery participants. In addition, it has donated 
$17.3 billion to the School Aid Fund over its 
lifespan. Local merchants have also benefitted 
with $3.2 billion in retail commissions. When 
the merchant commissions are combined with 
the awards given to participants and schools, 
it is clear the Lottery has been a significant 
contributor to stimulating the State economy. 

As a former Commissioner of the Michigan 
Lottery, this milestone is one that I view with 
a personal point of pride. While serving as 
Lottery Commissioner, I was pleased to imple-
ment a new innovative game, Club Keno, 
which spurred growth by offering participants 
the chance to play a fun, fast and action-ori-
ented game that could yield up to a $100,000 
prize off just a single $1 bet. Thanks to the 
success of Club Keno and many other Lottery 
programs, I was honored to oversee record 
contributions to the School Aid Fund during 
my time as Lottery Commissioner. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in recognizing the tremendous contribu-
tions that the Michigan Lottery has made to 
the State of Michigan over the last 40 years. 
I congratulate the current Commissioner, Mr. 
M. Scott Bowen, on overseeing the Lottery’s 
continued success and support of public edu-
cation in Michigan. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to an outstanding 
individual who has served the citizens of the 
great State of Mississippi for nearly half a cen-
tury. Mrs. Alice Varnado Harden was an out-
standing teacher, a profound leader and a 
truly inspiring individual. Senator Harden’s un-
wavering passion for enriching the lives of oth-
ers and remarkable character and integrity is 
worthy of recognition by this honorable body, 
inasmuch as her governing presence will be 
sorely missed throughout this nation. 

Mississippi Senator Alice Varnado Harden 
was born on April 17, 1948 in Pike County, 
Mississippi to John Oatis Varnado and Lula 
Robinson Varnado. She was the third of nine 
children who grew up in the Washington Addi-
tion community of Jackson, Mississippi. A 
woman of humble beginnings, Senator Harden 
exhibited extraordinarily strong leadership 
skills, academic talents and teaching abilities 
that would later lend to her phenomenal per-
formance as the first African American female 
to be elected to the Mississippi Senate. 

Senator Harden’s zeal for education blos-
somed during her years at Jim Hill High 
School and Jackson State University. At Jack-
son State University she earned her Bachelor 
of Science and Master of Science degrees in 
Health and Wellness. Upon graduating from 
Jackson State University, Senator Harden 
began a noteworthy career as a teacher at 
Calloway High School in the Jackson Public 
School District where she quickly gained the 
respect and admiration of her students, col-
leagues and administrative supervisors. 

Recognizing that public schools in Mis-
sissippi were failing to deliver on its promise to 
adequately prepare its students for the chal-
lenges and demands of an ever changing 
world, Senator Harden gradually redefined her 
passion for educating from being purely a lec-
turer to being an advocate for quality public 
education. As president of the Mississippi As-
sociation of Educators, Senator Harden, de-
spite the threat of incarceration by the courts, 
called for a strike in 1985 to fight for salary in-
creases for the state’s teachers. The voice for 
hundreds of teachers and thousands of chil-
dren, Senator Harden’s steadfast commitment 
to effectuate change from the front to the back 
of the classroom, was victorious. Her steadfast 
commitment to the pursuit of change in how 
Mississippi honored its educators led to a 
statewide pay increase for teachers. 

Mrs. Harden’s roles as an activist propelled 
her into the realm of politics. In 1988, She was 
elected to represent Mississippi’s 28th Senate 
District, filling a seat vacated by civil rights ac-
tivist State Senator Henry Kersey. During her 
24 years of service as a Senator, Mrs. Harden 
served as chair of both the Education and the 
Universities and Colleges Committees. She 
also served on the Appropriations Committee, 
Corrections Committee, the Fees, Salaries 
and Administration Committee, the Housing 
Committee, and the Interstate and Federal Co-
operation Committee. 

Across Mississippi Senator Harden was 
known as a champion not only for public edu-
cation, but also as a giant for human and civil 
rights. She was a staunch supporter and de-
fender of legislation protecting workers’ and 
immigrant rights and was successful in enact-
ing laws that required the presence of certified 
translators in all Mississippi courts. Her efforts 
in the Senate also resulted in pay raises and 
free healthcare for state employees. One of 
her most notable victories during her leader-
ship of the Senate’s Elections Committee was 
the passage of Mississippi’s Motor Voter Act. 
This bill empowered citizens throughout the 
State of Mississippi with greater accessibility 
to the election polls. 

Senator Alice Harden’s professional asso-
ciations, achievements and awards are numer-
ous and impressive. They speak volumes with 
regards to her service and vision for Mis-
sissippi communities. Senator Harden was a 
lifetime active member of St. James Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, a member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, the Women’s Political 
Network, the National Council of Negro 
Women, the League of Women Voters and a 
life member of the NAACP. Additionally, she 
was a member of NOBEL Women, the Na-
tional Conference of State Legislators, and the 
National Black Caucus of State Legislators 
and chaired the Southern Legislative Con-
ference’s Education Committee and the Mis-
sissippi Advisory Council to the United States 
Civil Rights Commission. She also rep-

resented Mississippi on the Education Com-
mission of the States. 

In striving for academic excellence, Senator 
Harden pursued her doctorate in Educational 
Administration at The University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, until 
her health began to fail. Senator Harden 
served her state and community faithfully until 
her death on Thursday, December 6, 2012. 

Ms. Harden was married for 37 years to 
Dennis Lambert Harden. Dennis and their son 
Sachem brought the greatest and most abun-
dant joy and love to her life. She was often 
heard talking long hours about Dennis’ undy-
ing love and his support for every facet and 
every endeavor that enriched both their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in saluting and paying tribute to the out-
standing life, achievements and legacy of Mis-
sissippi State Senator Alice Varnado Harden. 
Her passion for public education, human and 
civil right and voter empowerment is laudable 
and worthy of recognition by the United States 
Congress. She will be celebrated forever as 
one of Mississippi’s greatest leaders. 
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to highlight the potential damage that seques-
tration could cause to vital efforts to restore 
the Chesapeake Bay. 

The Chesapeake Bay is our nation’s largest 
estuary, with a 64,000 square mile watershed 
that crosses six states and the District of Co-
lumbia and is home to 17 million people and 
over 3,600 species of animals and plants. In 
2004, the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Blue 
Ribbon Finance Panel estimated the economic 
value of the Bay at over $1 trillion annually. 

This vast resource presents unique chal-
lenges—the health of the Bay has been 
threatened by nutrient runoff, population 
growth and development, overfishing, and 
even natural factors like rain and snowfall. For 
nearly thirty years, the Federal government 
has been a partner in Bay restoration through 
the Chesapeake Bay Program, an innovative 
regional partnership that fosters collaboration 
among the multiple state and local govern-
ments, agencies, and advisory groups in the 
watershed. 

In 2009, the President, with the support of 
those of us in the Bay states, signed an Exec-
utive Order to accelerate Bay clean-up by im-
proving targets and coordinating resources. 
It’s an ambitious plan, and states and localities 
are working hard on implementation. But they 
cannot do it alone. The federal government 
must be an active partner, providing financial 
support and technical assistance. 

For example, the Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Fund finances capital projects for waste-
water treatment upgrades and helps local gov-
ernments manage stormwater projects, curb-
ing runoff pollution into the Bay. In Maryland, 
it will cost over $2 billion between 2010 and 
2017 to make the necessary stormwater im-
provements to meet its pollution reduction tar-
gets. Sequestration would cut nearly $196 mil-
lion from the Clean Water and Safe Drinking 
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